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SAMUEL GEORGE WOODROW

Mr. Woodrow’s predecessor in the Chapel, Owen Campbell, edited the Scottish Baptist Magazine for some years, and the new editor solicited various articles and sermon-outlines from Samuel Woodrow. He, for his part, was active in denominational work, particularly the educational work of the Union, for which he acted as an examiner. 

There is not space to reproduce here word-for-word the major pieces which he contributed, but they include a full transcript of his opening address in the Chapel (Scottish Baptist Magazine, 1885, pp. 197–205), an erudite lecture on ‘Natural Law in the Spiritual World’ (SBM, 1885, pp. 257–65), two character studies (about a self-taught hand-loom weaver called James Brooks, (SBM, 1887, pp. 36–8) and Henry Ward Beecher, (SBM, 1887, pp.108–9) and a sermon on baptism preached in the Chapel in two parts on Sundays 13 March and 3 April 1887 (SBM, 1887, pp. 209–14, 236–41). 

Full details of Mr Woodrow’s Welcome Social are set out in SBM, 1885, pp. 214–7. The opening part of Mr Woodrow’s reply are quoted, because his sentiments are similar to the sentiments of Christopher Anderson on the same subject. Mr Woodrow ‘said he felt grateful for the cordiality of his reception so generously expressed through Mr. Walcot and Mr. Rose. He had left a loving people behind him at Wokingham after a brief ministry of five years, and it was an encouragement to receive such expressions of sympathy and good will from those among whom he had come. The catholicity of their present meeting attracted him, for he was a Christian first and then a Baptist. As Christians and as Protestants they were sometimes taunted with their divisions; but the various sections of the Christian church are not divided, they are only distributed. And as we don’t complain of’ the variety and distribution of flowers and trees, neither should we complain of diversity within the Christian church. It is the evidence and proof of life, of earnest convictions, of spiritual as contrasted with mechanical religion.  At the same time there should be occasions. when our unity in Christ should be exhibited and expressed. ...’ (from the Scottish Baptist Magazines cited)

Mr. Woodrow possessed readiness, robustness, and resource for every good work, however varied and pressing.

He addressed the Baptist Union of Scotland Public Assembly Meeting on Thursday 24 October 1895 on ‘A Call to Baptists’.

Samuel George Woodrow was born at Downton, Wilts, in September, 1841, only four years after the accession of Queen Victoria.
  He was educated at Shireland Hall, Birmingham, and was trained for the ministry at Regent’s Park College, where he had among his contemporaries the late Dr. F. B. Meyer, Principal T. V. Tymns and others. Mr. Woodrow’s first pastorate was at Halstead, in 1864, whence he proceeded to the U.S.A. and ministered at Providence and Buffalo for ten years.  After a shattering domestic trial, in which he lost two daughters and a surviving son became a deaf mute, he returned to England and settled at the Church at Wokingham, where his father and grandfather had been ministers before him. Afterwards he served for short periods the Church at Charlotte Chapel, Edinburgh, and at Fuller Chapel, Kettering, removing finally to Aberdeen in 1893 to be the first minister of Union Grove Church.  Soon after settling there he was surprised to find that there was no society to care for the deaf and dumb.  He proceeded to interest a number of friends, with the result that an organisation was formed and an institute built to care for their interests in city and country. He acted as its secretary for more than thirty years, and the handsome suite of buildings in Rose Street [Aberdeen] remain a notable memorial of his activity. During the thirty years of his retirement from the stated pastorate he was a welcome supply in many pulpits, and on several occasions acted as locum tenens in pastoral vacancies.  Mr. Woodrow was a man of many excellent qualities.  He was alive to his finger-tips, and as alert mentally, a diligent student, ever ready to welcome new light on truth, an able and eloquent preacher, a man of catholic spirit and devout temper, adorning the doctrines he professed by the beauty of his character and the courtliness of his manner and taking an active sympathetic interest in men and affairs to the very last. He died on 7th April, 1936.

... was the writer of numerous sketches of our living churchmen; for all through his active life our friend has been a steady contributor to periodical literature, and in recent years, in the pages of the Christian Age, has limned in vivid pen-sketches many worthies of the Presbyterian Churches, such as ... and among our own men Dr Coats and Rev. P.J. Rollo, while in Word and Work and other journals his papers have been numerous.

‘Yet it was in the south of England that Samuel George Woodrow first saw the light.  His father, the Rev. George Woodrow, was pastor of the Baptist Church at Downton in Wiltshire when his son was born on 4th September, 1841; and we congratulate the latter to-day on the alertness and vivacity which mark the sixtieth anniversary of his birth. Mr Woodrow, senior, removed to Gloucester five years later, and died there in 1859, deeply respected and regretted by his flock; and thereafter the young schoolboy went to Birmingham for his education.  In 1856 he entered on business as a clerk in Gloucester, and the same year he joined the Church, being baptised by the Rev. W. Collings; but a ministry which frequently attracted him was that of the Rev. Dr Kernahan at the Independent Chapel, a preacher of eloquence and original power, whose gifts have descended. to his son, Mr Coulson Kernahan, the brilliant allegorist and imaginative writer. Four years later Mr. Woodrow surrendered business and entered Regent’s Park College, where he gained special distinction in his studies in logic and moral philosophy.  His first pastorate was at Halstead in Essex, where he settled in 1864 and continued till 1870, when he resigned, and visited America, parting with his congregation with mutual manifestations of regard. The next decade was spent in the United States, where he filled pastorates in Providence and Buffalo, and received an invitation to a Professor’s chair in one of the Baptist seminaries, which he did not accept.  Calamity visited him in these years, as he lost his elder children, and his wife’s health suffered; and, although he had found America a congenial sphere for labour, it was doubtless a relief to find himself back in his native land in 1880. Here he resumed the pastorate at Wokingham, in Berkshire, where his grandfather and father had been the ministers years before, and for five years he dwelt among these ancestral memories.

The church at Charlotte Chapel, Edinburgh, is one of our older churches, and in the spring of 1885 was pastorless, owing to the removal of the Rev. Owen D. Campbell to Nottingham.  The members gave Mr Woodrow an invitation to their pulpit, and he settled there early in July; and during this, his first sojourn in Scotland, he engaged prominently in denominational work.  As Mr Campbell had edited this Magazine for some years, so Mr Woodrow became a frequent contributor to its pages during the regime of Dr Landels; and in connection with the educational work of the Union, which was then in full operation, he acted as examiner, and was only prevented from serving as tutor by his departure to Kettering in the early part of 1888.

The church to which Mr Woodrow was now called, that at Fuller Chapel, Kettering, is a historic one, ministered to by Andrew Fuller from 1783 till his death in 1815, and the centre from which he carried on his magnificent missionary propaganda in ‘holding the ropes’ for Carey and his colleagues, as first secretary of the Batptist Missionary Society.  It is curious to note that the founder of the church at Charlotte Chapel, Christopher Anderson, which Mr Woodrow now left, had been invited to Kettering by Fuller to become pastor with him, and to succeed him as secretary of the Mission, but had declined, partly on the score of his involvement in pioneering work in Scotland, and partly because of his attachment to city life.  Mr Woodrow went there in April, 1888, and under him the strong missionary tradition of the Church was maintained, while his participation in Association and other work was large.

After some years, Mr Woodrow resigned his Kettering pastorate and removed to Bristol, where journalistic duties engaged his energies, as they had done in lesser degree in the States as well as at home; but in the end of 1892 his thoughts were again drawn to the ministry.  Union Grove Church, Aberdeen, had been recently formed by energetic brethren from Crown Terrace Church, who desired to break round in the western suburbs of the city.  A handsome and substantial hall had been opened in August, and the church was now looking for a pastor and leader, arid Dr Landels was instrumental in directing their attention to Mr Woodrow.  Having visited the city in November, he received a hearty invitation, and on 22nd January 1893, he entered upon the ministry which has been happily continued to the present hour.  The growth of Baptist churches in the precincts of villadom is slow, but the membership of Union Grove now numbers 80 to 90. The pastor has shared in all the activity of our northern brethren, and has been president of. the district Association.  He is an enthusiastic Christian Endeavourer, and has filled posts of honour in the local Union.

Mr Woodrow has in preparation, we are pleased to state, a volume of addresses which will shortly appear in the Baptist Pulpit series.  It will contain a selection of sermons and papers, some of them gathered into this more permanent form from the magazines and weeklies in which they first appeared; and we doubt not this little volume will receive a deserved welcome.

Along with three other former ministers of the Chapel, he attended the Centenary Celebrations in the Synod Hall in Edinburgh on Monday 12th October 1908.

He was the Minute Secretary of the 1912 Assembly of the Baptist Union of Scotland, held in October 1912 in the new Chapel building.
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